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_ Builders relieved turtle
is no longer protected

By Claudia Torrens -

DAILY NEW STAFF
They are small critters, not

| much bigger than five inches

long, but they have been al the

center of a debate among state
officials, developers and envi-
ronmentalists.

On Tuesday, the state Fish-
eries and Wildlife Board yanked
the spotted turtle off its list of
“special concern” species,
sparking another round of
discussion.

Developers — who in some
cases saw their multimillion-

“dollar projects shrink or disap-

pear because of delays caused

-by the presence of the small rep-

tile - welcomed the news.
“This will save me some tirme

and money when il comes to

doing extraordinary prepara-
tions because of the turtles,”

“said J. Michael Norton of Green

View Realty in Bellingham. “It is

-a relief for me because [ won't

have to go through all that extra
effort.”

* That effort might include

building turtle ramps for the
slopes of the retention ponds of
his project in Holliston, the
Cedar Ridge Estates complex.
The town or the state could be
concerned with the slopes being
100 steep and the turtles need-
ing ramps. Now that the spotted
turtle is not a species of special
concern anymore, that may not
happen.

Norton said the state’s deci-

sion also may save him longer
discussions with Holliston’s

_ Conservation Commission and

the possibility of having to
change his project to relocate
space for the turtles.

South Natick Hills, a 300-unit
housing project proposed in
Natick, will be built in a 52-acre
area thal has parts considered
by the state as potential habitat
for spotted turtles.

Developers have been plan-
ning to leave 15 acres as a con-
servation area just for the turtle,
but now things gould change.
Ted Gowdy, land entitlement
manager for Pulte Homes of
New England, said yesterday he
does not know the conse-
quences of the state’s decision.

“That prolected arca may he
adjusted to protect the salaman-
der,” said Gowdy. Four-wed
salamanders, a species of “'spe-
cial concern,” also have been
found-at the Natick site.

The state has voted the turtle
off the list because it is
widespread and common
enough to no longer qualify, said
Henry Woolsey. program man-
ager of the Natural Heritage
and Endangered Species pro-
gram. Woolsey said the turtle
has been documented in 259
towns and has been found in
more than 960 locations.

“We have no real documenta-
tion to show a decline in popula-
tion. In fact, what we have ob-
served is a 500 percent increase
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in known locations,” Woolse}
said.

Developers could be aﬂ"e(tcd
by the state's decision because
the animal was the most fre-
quentin the state’s environmen-
tal reviews, he said.

Some environmentalists,
however, have concerns.

Bryan Windmiller, an envi-
ronmental consultant and re-
search hiologist for Hyla Ecolog-
ical Services in Concord, said
the population of spotted turtles
likely will decline.

“The state’s decision is rea-
sonable. but I am concerned be-
cause | think there is no good in-
formation on the likely decline
of the turte,” Windmiller said.

Natural Heritage should com-
pile more information on the
number of turtles and the sites

where it is found, zaid
Windmitler.
The environmentalist, who

also is a member of the Natural
Heritage and Endangered
Species Advisory  Committee,
said the committee received 90
e-mails and letters from envi-
ronmental groups opposing the
removal of the turte from the
list.

Some of those leters or e-
mails were sent by the Mas-
sachusells Association of Con-
servation Commissions and the
Massachusetts Audubon
Society.

Developers, however, said
they will be able to breathe
again.

Ron Roux, co-founder of Hall-
mark Cos.. ahandoned his pro- .
posed $50 million Sanctuary
Golf and Country Club in Hop-
kinton four vears ago because =
seven spotted turtles were -
found on the 257-acre parcel
where he wanted to build.

He could not be reached f()r
comment vesterday.

Claudia Torrens can be
reached at 508-626-3976 or
ctorrens@cnc.com.
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