. Curtin highlighted an issue
that may become a source

- thoseltems, nesaid. —  — /News Tribune staff writer.
Councilor Thomas M. He can be reached on 781-

398-8004, or through e-

mail at gmoore@cnc.com.

Umon workers irate
“over Pulte’s hirings

LABORERS, From A1

tioned anything,” Gowdy said.
“We're not party to any of that
.~ conversation. It's really the
~ permit itself that is the guiding
document.”

City councilors also cried foul
earlier this year over trees bor-
dering Trapelo Road, cut down
at the site. Pulte maintained at
the time it was only following
project parameters set out in
- the special permit councilors

had approved.

Work is continuing on three
additional buildings at Welling-
ton Crossing, even as some

~units are being sold. Gowdy
said 40 units are now closed at
the 268-unit complex, where
condominiums range from
$330,000 to $470,000.

Pavone estimated Pulte could
have paid $400,000 more to
use a union excavating compa-
ny that bid on the site, but Pulte
chose the less-expensive con-
tractor. The company chooses
subcontractors based on merit
and cost, Gowdy said.

“Union or not union is not a
decision we make,” he said.
Currently, a union company is

Please mail to:
Parents and Kids, 254 Second Avenue
Needham, MA 02494

Thank you.

Its choice of contractors in
Waltham has gotten Pulte into
the newspapers once. In June,
the Boston Herald reported at
least two undocumented work-
ers were building houses at
Wellington Crossing.

Those workers were em-
ployed by a subcontractor, in
violation of its agreement with
Pulte, Gowdy said. After learn-
ing the situation from the
newspaper, the company com-
pelled its subcontractor to re-
move any undocumented
workers from the site.

Pavone called that “cheat-
ing,” and said union bids will
always be higher, as long as
they have to compete against
contractors who exploit undoc-
umented laborers. Pulte’s re-
cent contributions are a “drop
in the bucket,” he said, com-
pared to what the company
saved by hiring such contrac-
tors.

“They don’t care,” Pavone
said. “Pulte Homes. Forget
about it. Shame on them.”

Galen Moore is a Daily News

Tribune staff writer. He can be
reached on 781-398-8004, or

o1, e-mail to:
parentsandkids@cnc.com

- Listings are published on a space-available basis. Preference 1s given to tree events.

Medicai
MEDICAID, From Al

Under the new law, all Me
caid patients must produc
birth certificate or a U.S. pa
port to be eligible for health
surance through Medicaid.
the past, no documentation v
necessary, just a sworn
declaration.

The legislation’s spon-
sors, two Republican con-
gressmen from Georgia,
defended it as a measure to
prevent illegal immigrants
from receiving Medicaid
benefits. The provision was
passed by Congress as part
the Deficit Reduction Act a
went into effect in July.

lllegal immigrants are not ¢
titled to Medicaid benefits, w
the exception of emerger
health care, such as in cases
labor and delivery. Babies bc
in the United States to ille;
immigrants often qualify
Medicaid because they are U
citizens and their families ea
low incomes.

COMMUNITY



